Banafsheh Madaninejad


	Email: bmadaninejad@middlebury.edu
Web site: madaninejad.com


	Department of Religion

Munroe Hall
427 College Street
Middlebury College
Middlebury, VT 05753



Education
 2006- August 2011 
Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin, Program in Comparative Literature. 


Portfolio in Religious Studies.
Dissertation Title: “New Theology in the Islamic Republic of Iran: A Comparative Study between Abdolkarim Soroush and Mohsen Kadivar”; Committee: Dr. Katherine Arens, Dr. Kamran Aghaie, Dr. Hina Azam, Dr. Mohammad Ghanoonparvar, Dr. Akbar Hyder.
Year 2008  
       CASA (Center for Arabic Study Abroad), American University in Cairo, Cairo, Egypt. 

Summer 2007
       CASA (Center for Arabic Study Abroad), American University in Cairo, Cairo, Egypt.
2002-2006
M.A., University of Texas at Austin, Government Department. 
Focus: Western Political Philosophy.

2000-2006
M.A., University of Texas at Austin, Middle Eastern Studies.



Main area: Use of Sufism in Modern Iranian Political Theology. 

1989-1995
B.S., University of Houston, Department of Physics. Main area: Chaos Theory.
Publications
Book Chapter
"Abdolkarim Soroush, Sufi Hermeneutics and Legitimizing a Hybrid Muslim Identity." A

Social Theory, Religion and Critical Discourses: Critical Theory in the Postmodern Globe. Ed. Seyed Javad Miri. LAP Lambert Academic Publishing, 2011. 583-597. 
Journals
“Binaries Such as Islamist and West-Toxified No Longer Apply: Lessons from the Arab

 Spring.” Just Peace Diplomacy Journal, Winter 2011 (upcoming). 

“Egypt and the Crisis of Succession,” (Mehrnameh, June 2010), 168-9. (Mehrnameh is a

leading Tehran-based reformist socio-political monthly publication).

Select Teaching Experience 

Instructor 

2011-2012
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Religion, Middlebury College, 



VT.

2011
Academic Advisor and Lecturer, Muslim Cultures and Histories Project, The University of



Texas at Austin. 

Fall 2010
Assistant Instructor, Department of Middle Easter Studies, The University of Texas at Austin.
Summer 2010
Assistant Instructor, Summer Advanced Persian Institute, The University of Texas at Austin.

2009 and 2008
Academic Advisor and Lecturer, Muslim Cultures and Histories Project, The University of



Texas at Austin. 

Teaching Assistant

Fall2007-Fall 2009
Teaching Assistant, Department of English, The University of Texas at Austin.

Fall 2005 
Teaching Assistant, Philosophy Department, The University of Texas at Austin.
2004-Spring 2005 
Teaching Assistant, Government Department, The University of Texas at Austin.

2001
Teaching Assistant, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, The University of Texas at Austin.
Fellowships and Awards  
Spring 2011
Dissertation Writing Fellowship, Program in Comparative Literature, University of Texas at

Austin. 
Spring 2010
2010 Elizabeth Warnock Fernea Memorial Fellowship, Program in Comparative 

Literature. $2000.
Fall 2009
Center for Middle Eastern Studies Travel Award, University of Texas at Austin, $400.
2008-2009
CASA Year-Long Fellowship, American University of Cairo, Cairo, Egypt. Tuition plus

airfare and stipend of 2200 Egyptian Pounds per month. 

2008-2009 
FLAS Year-Long Fellowship, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of

Texas at Austin, (declined). $15,000 per semester plus tuition and fees. 

Spring 2008 
Professional Development Award. Office of Graduate Studies, University of Texas at

Austin. $350.

Summer 2007
       CASA Summer Fellowship, American University of Cairo; Cairo, Egypt. Tuition plus 


airfare and stipend of 2200 Egyptian Pounds per month.

2007 
FLAS Summer Fellowship, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of

Texas at Austin, (declined). $2,500 plus tuition and fees.

Spring 2007 
Professional Development Award. Office of Graduate Studies, University of Texas at

Austin. $350.
Fall 2006
Stiles Fellowship in the Humanities and Comparative Literature, Dean of Liberal Arts,

University of Texas at Austin. $1000.

Select Refereed Conference Papers (Extended list on website: madaninejad.com)
May 28, 2010 
“Islamic Hermeneutics in Iran: A Rereading of Revelation.” Panel on “Rereading Iranian

Shi’ism.” International Society of Iranian Studies (ISIS), Santa Monica, CA.

Nov. 23, 2009 
“Contemporary Iranian Hermeneutics.” Panel on “Citizenship and Social Thought in Iran.”

Middle Eastern Studies Association (MESA), Boston, MA.

Nov. 25, 2008
“Soroush and the Finality of Revelation.” Panel on “Reflections on Tafsir and Islamic

Hermeneutics.” Middle Eastern Studies Association (MESA), Washington, DC.

Oct. 6, 2007 
“The New Islamic Hermeneutics of Mohammad Mojtahed Shabestari.” Annual Conference

Organized by the Graduate Association of Comparative Literature Students (GRACLS), Program in Comparative Literature, University of Texas at Austin.

March 25, 2007 
“Soroush, Religious Pluralism and the Modern Muslim.” Panel on “Islamic Revival and

Reform.” Western Commission for the Study of Religion (WECSOR), University of California, Berkeley, CA.
Courses Taught:   

Teacher of Record
Spring 2012 

“The Prophet Muhammad,” Department of Religion, Middlebury College.

Spring 2012

“Sufism: Islamic Mysticism,” Department of Religion, Middlebury College.

JTerm 2012 

“Iran Through Film,” Department of Religion, Middlebury College.

Fall 2011 

“The Qur’an,” Department of Religion, Middlebury College.

Fall 2011 

“Islamic Traditions,” Department of Religion, Middlebury College.

2011
Series of lectures for The Muslim Histories and Cultures Project at The University of Texas at

Austin (capstone for 6-month project). Lecture titles are: “Post-WWI Colonial Legacies in the Middle East,” “Modern History of Dissent in the Arab World,” “Dissent vs. Anarchy as a Concept in the Islamic Canon,” “The Egyptian 2011 Revolution and the Muslim Brotherhood,” and “Apt Interpretations of the Qur’an in Post-Revolutionary Egypt.” Attendees: high school teachers from Texas; Sponsors: His Highness The Aga Khan, Texas Governor Rick Perry, and The University of Texas at Austin former President Dr. Larry Faulkner). 
Fall 2010 

“The Qur’an”, Department of Middle Eastern Studies, University of Texas at Austin.
Summer I  2010
“Revolutionaries and Reformists in the Islamic Republic of Iran,” taught in Persian for the



Summer Advanced Persian Institute at The University of Texas at Austin. 



Proficiency  level: advanced high.
Summer II 2010
“Revolutionaries and Reformists in the Islamic Republic of Iran,” taught in Persian for the



Summer Advanced Persian Institute at The University of Texas at Austin. 



Proficiency  level: advanced medium.
2009 and 2008
Series of lectures for The Muslim Histories and Cultures Project at The University of Texas at

Austin (capstone for 6-month project). Select lecture titles were: “Interpreting Gender and Sexuality in Islam,” “Interpreting Gender and Sexuality in The Islamic Republic of Iran: A Case Study,” “Pluralism and Islam,” “The Soteriological Salvation of ‘Others’ in Islam,” and “Interpreting the Qur’an: The Main Battlefront.” Attendees: high school teachers from Texas; Sponsors: His Highness The Aga Khan, Texas Governor Rick Perry, and The University of Texas at Austin former President Dr. Larry Faulkner). 
Select Instances as Teaching Assistant
Fall 2009
“Masterworks of Literature: English.” English Department, Professor Elizabeth Hedrick.

Spring 2008
“British Literature.” English Department, Professor Douglas Bruster.

Fall 2007
“British Literature.” English Department, Professor Douglas Bruster.

Fall 2005
“World Philosophy.” Philosophy Department, Professor Stephen Phillips.

Spring 2005
“Politics of Equal Rights.” Government Department, Professor Rhonda Evans-Case.

Fall 2004
“Introduction to American Government.” Government Department, Professor David Leal.

Spring 2004
“Introduction to Comparative Politics.” Government Department, Professor Terri Givens.

Fall 2003
“Introduction to Philosophy.” Philosophy Department, Professor Mark Fiocco. 

Fall 2002
“Contemporary Moral Problems.” Philosophy Department, Professor Stephen Phillips.

Fall 2001
“Muslim Women, Past and Present.” Middle Eastern Studies, Professor Faegheh Shirazi.

Fall 2001
“Veiling in the Muslim World.” Middle Eastern Studies, Professor Faegheh Shirazi.

Select Invited Presentations
April 14, 2011
“Why Iran Failed and Egypt Succeeded: Lessons Learned in Toppling Dictatorial

Regimes,” Austin Philosophy Forum, Austin Community College, Austin, TX.
Nov 29, 2010
“The Role of Islam in Contemporary Middle East Politics,” Huston-Tillotson University,
Austin, TX.

Nov 29, 2010
“Qur’anic Interpretations of War, Violence, and Jihad,” Huston-Tillotson University,

Austin, TX.
Oct 7, 2010
“The State of Nature and Social Contact Theory in Islamic Philosophy,” Austin Philosophy

Forum, Austin Community College, Austin, TX.

Dec. 3, 2009 
“Young and Rebellious in the Islamic Republic,” Twelfth Revolution (Politics and History

 Club), Austin Community College, Austin, TX.
July 16, 2009 
“Iran’s June 12th Movement: Transformative Reform from Within: A Case Study of the
Works of Ayatollah Mohsen Kadivar.” Iran Uprising Forum, University of Texas at Austin.
Feb. 26, 2009
“Islam and Privilege,” Panel on “Privilege and Identity.” Ethics Resource Center (now called
Austin Philosophy Forum), Austin Community College, Austin TX.

Oct. 14-19, 2007
A series of five introductory lectures about contemporary theories of democratic Islam across
the Muslim world. Presbyterian Mo - Ranch Assembly Elderhostel, Austin, TX.

March 28, 2007  
“The Difference between Religious Pluralism and Tolerance: Cases Studies in the Islamic

Context .” St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, Austin, TX.

Nov. 2006
“Examples of Democratic Islam.” Wimberely Community Center, Wimberley, TX.

Sept. 12, 2006
“U.S. Foreign Policy: The Case of Saudi Arabia.” The Katherine Anne Porter School,
Wimberley, TX.

Sept. 12, 2006
“Textual Comparison of the Place of Women among the Abrahamic Religions.” The
Katherine Anne Porter School, Wimberley, TX.

July 2006
“Is There Such a Thing as Modern Islam?” ARH A302 - Ancient through Medieval Art,
University of Texas at Austin.

June 2006
“A Textual Comparison between the Epic of Gilgamesh, the Code of Hamurabi and the Old
Testament.” ARH A302 - Ancient Through Medieval Art, University of Texas at Austin.
Conference Panel Organization

Nov. 2008
“Reflections on Tafsir and Islamic Hermeneutics,” Middle Eastern Studies Association 



(MESA),Washington, DC.

Creative Projects (Documentary Filmmaking)

2004 
“An Iranian Wedding.” Documentary. Directed, shot and edited. 16 min: During the

wedding of Gholam Hossein Karbaschi’s (Former mayor of Tehran) daughter, an all-male gathering of many top officials, I am harassed and almost thrown out by a hardliner army general. This is the story of how the reformists present, turned the affair around by apologizing for the hardliners’ misdeeds and by doing so exposed themselves to danger.

2001 
“13 Aban: Activism in South Tehran.” Documentary. Directed, shot and edited. 18 min:

Portraying neighborhood women activists volunteering in one of the most destitute parts of Tehran and the effects this has had on their concept of “self.”  This film was premiered at the Cinema Texas International Short Film Festival, Austin TX, September 14, 2001.

1999
“The Iranian Mayor.” Directed, shot and edited. 5 min: a short documentary about Gholam

Hossein Karbaschi, the ex-mayor of Tehran. A radical city reformer who became a semi-heroic figure after billing the 1997 election victory of president Khatami, he remained as such until his arrest on dubious charges in 1999 and his mysterious release a year later. This film was shot during a two-year period, before and after his jail term. 
Select Non-academic Work Experience (NASA)
2000
Sole Software Engineer, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, responsible for
upgrading one of Deep Space Network’s central JAVA applications (MDDS),
(Rockwell, DSN division, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, NASA, CA).
2000
Trajectory Code Cracker, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, a member of

elite three-person team responsible for debugging software for Space Station (Lockheed
Martin, Johnson Space Center, NASA, Houston, TX). 

1999-2000
Software Project Lead, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, led team on
Space Station application: Flight Dynamics Integrator (Lockheed Martin, Johnson Space
Center, NASA, Houston, TX). 

1996-1999
Computer Programmer and liaison, National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
programmer and liaison between flight control and programming team for new flight control room’s GUI applications (Lockheed Martin, Johnson Space Center, Houston, TX). 

Professional Memberships
Middle Eastern Studies Association (MESA)

American Academy of Religion (AAR)

Modern Language Association (MLA)


American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA)
Service  

Aug. 9, 2009
Visit Initiator and Coordinator for Prof. Mohsen Kadivar, Center for Middle Eastern
 Studies, University of Texas at Austin. 
June 2009  
Austin for Iran, Co-founder and member.

Spring 2006
Iranian Documentary Film Series Initiator and Coordinator: Organized sold out, 7-week
 Iranian documentary film series at the University of Texas at Austin. 
Languages              
Persian (native), English (native), Arabic (advanced high), and French (basic).
References

Katherine Arens, Professor of Germanic Studies and Comparative Literature, University of Texas at Austin


Phone: (512) 232 -6363. Email: k.arens@mail.utexas.edu

Kamran Aghaie, Associate Professor of History and Islamic Studies,

Director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of Texas at Austin. 

Phone: (512) 475-6400. Email: kamranaghaie@austin.utexas.edu

Hina Azam, Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies, University of Texas at Austin


Phone: (512) 475-8393. Email: hina.azam@mail.utexas.edu
Akbar Hyder, Associate Professor of Asian and Islamic Studies


Phone: (512) 471-5811. Email: shyder@mail.utexas.edu

Mohammad Ghanoonparvar, Professor of Persian Studies, University of Texas at Austin

Phone: (512) 475-6605. Email: mghanoon@uts.cc.utexas.edu 
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